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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1956.  The  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  given  in  Circular 
19/56  (Wales). 

Vital  statistics  for  the  year  1956  show  no  unusual  trends  and 
no  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred.  For  the  first  time 
for  a number  of  years  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  the 
area.  Usually,  a few  isolated  cases  occur  each  summer.  As  a 
rule  no  connection  can  be  established  between  them  and  it  is  a 
matter  for  speculation  where  the  infection  is  obtained.  It  may  be 
from  persons  who  either  carry  the  virus  without  being  ill  at  all 
or  who  are  so  little  affected  by  it  that  they  do  not  even  consult 
their  doctor.  Lately,  a great  deal  of  attention  has  been  forecast 
on  the  possibility  of  these  people  becoming  infected  by  bathing 
or  playing  in  polluted  river  streams  or  lakes.  This  may  be  so, 
but  as  yet  the  theory  is  backed  by  no  scientific  proof.  However 
it  should  be  remembered  that  in  a semi-urban  area  such  as  this, 
there  is  no  guarantee  of  the  purity  of  streams  and  rivers  and  even 
apart  from  the  remote  danger  of  poliomyelitis  being  picked  up, 
other  infection  may  be  present  and  it  is  better  that  such  places  are 
avoided  for  bathing  and  use  be  made  instead  of  recognized  swim- 
ming baths  which  are  properly  supervised  and  contain  clean 
chlorinated  water. 

During  1956,  the  programme  of  inoculation  against  polio- 
myelitis was  commenced  by  local  health  authorities.  It  seems  as 
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if  the  response  will  be  good  and  in  fact,  it  is  gratifying  that  such 
a great  deal  of  interest  has  been  taken  by  the  public  in  the 
eradication  of  this  disease.  It  is  strange  that  whereas  parents 
are  quite  rightly  alive  to  the  dangers  of  poliomyelitis  they  still 
remain  oblivious  to  other  and  far  worse  dangers  which  their 
children,  in  many  cases,  run  every  day.  The  two  most  striking 
of  these  dangers  are  road  traffic  and  fire  risks.  Very  young  child- 
ren are  often  to  be  seen  wandering  unaccompanied  and  actually 
playing  on  busy  main  roads,  and  a large  number  of  homes  still 
have  no  fireguards  at  all.  Playing  by  an  open  fire  or  within  easy 
reach  of  an  ill  balanced  pot  of  boiling  water  are  all  too  common 
sights  whilst  visiting  many  homes.  Much  still  remains  to  be  done 
in  the  education  of  the  public  in  these  matters  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  public  health  departments  can  play  an  important  part 
in  this  campaign. 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  continue  to  fall  and  in  1956,  only 
4 deaths  ocurred.  This  is  approximately  a sixth  of  the  average 
number  of  deaths  occurring  between  the  years  of  1947  and  1950. 
Recurrence  of  new  cases  in  the  area  also  shows  a downward 
trend  not,  however,  so  marked  as  that  in  the  case  of  deaths.  In 
1952,  the  rate  of  incidence  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  this 
district  was  1.62  per  1,000  ; in  1956,  it  had  fallen  to  0.65  per  1,000. 

Housing  still  forms  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  this 
Department  especially  the  rehousing  of  Council  house  applicants 
and  the  various  aspects  of  house  repair  and  slum  clearance. 
During  1956,  155  families  were  rehoused  by  this  Council,  ten  of 
these  were  housed  because  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  house- 
hold, and  in  69  other  cases  illness  played  some  factor  in  the  choice 
of  tenant. 


Early  in  May,  a most  unusual  outbreak  of  food  poisonin'* 
occurred.  It  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  consumption  of  bread 
made  from  flour  contaminated  by  an  insecticide.  59  cases  of 
illness  were  notified  to  the  Department  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
many  more  people  were  actually  taken  ill.  The  outbreak  is 
described  in  more  detail  later  in  this  report. 

on  (195f5\,Food  Hygj5?ie  Regulations  came  into  force 

on  the  first  day  of  this  year.  They  did  not  provide  any  maior 
amendments  but  they  did  clarify  legal  requirements  in  respect  of 

8eneral  “*  UP  2 Sta"d-d  ^ ™ 

by  p 

sought  by  local  general  practitioners  in  obtaining  hostel  accommod- 


ation  or  a hospital  bed  for  an  aged  person.  The  people  usually 
needing  help  are  those  who  are  living  alone  or  with  another  aged 
person  and  have  no  near  relatives  in  the  neighbourhood  to  assist 
them.  If  they  are  well  enough  to  enter  a hostel  and  are  willing 
to  do  so,  little  difficulty  is  usually  experienced  in  obtaining  a place 
for  them.  The  Department  receives  every  help  and  co-operation 
from  the  County  Council  Welfare  Department  in  these  matters. 
However,  if  the  person  concerned  is  too  ill  for  a hostel,  that  is  to 
say,  if  they  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves,  the  problem  may  be 
a much  more  difficult  one  as  there  is  a continued  shortage  of  beds 
for  chronic  aged  sick  patients.  In  spite  of  the  consideration  given 
to  these  cases  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  there  is 
still  difficulty  and  genuine  hardship  occurs. 

Lastly,  there  is  a matter  which  affects  the  health  of  our  pop- 
ulation and  about  which  nothing  can  be  done  as  yet,  namely,  the 
weather.  During  1956,  the  rainfall  in  our  area  (recorded  at 
Ystalyfera)  amounted  to  over  54  inches.  Although  this  may 
appear  heavy  it  is  actually  the  smallest  amount  of  rain  to  be 
recorded  here  in  any  year  since  the  last  war.  A great 
deal  of  the  rain  tends  to  fall  during  the  summer  months  and  out 
of  the  54  inches  mentioned,  22  inches  fell  during  July,  August  and 
September,  dry  weather  being  experienced  in  the  spring  and  late 
autumn.  In  spite  of  the  very  wet  summers  often  experienced  there 
are  compensations.  The  winters  are  comparatively  mild,  and 
fog,  snow,  and  prolonged  frost  are  rare. 

It  is  desired  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  interest  and  co-operation  and  also  the  Public 
Health  Staff  who  have  helped  to  maintain  the  services  in  a 
satisfactory  state. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  M.  DAVIES 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  : 

Councillor  Wyndham  Rees 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  G.  M.  Davies,  M B,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : . x 

Ieuan  Lewis,  M.B.E.,  F.A.P.H.I.,  C.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

G.  A.  Rees,  M.A.P.H.I. 

D.  J.  Davies,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.R.S.I.,  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

H.  Wynne  Jones,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.I.Hsg.,  C.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  CLERICAL: 

Senior  Assistant : John  Rogers 
Mary  E.  Davies,  Rufus  Thomas,  Elwyn  Lewis,  Gaynor  Jones 


SECTION  A— STATISTICS 


Area  as  given  on  Ordnance  Maps  34,969  acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  32,050 

Rateable  Value  £132,644 

which  rose  on  the  1st  April,  1956  following 

revaluation  by  the  Inland  Revenue  Dept,  to  £240,216 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £908 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  Registrar  General’s 


Live  Birth  Figures  13.70  per  1,000  population 

Live  Birth  Rate  after  adjustment  by 
Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor 

13.97  per  1,000  population 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  Registrar  General’s 

Still  Birth  Figures  13.48  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births 

Crude  Death  Rate  14.88  per  1,000  population 

Death  Rate  after  adjustment  by  Registrar 

General’s  Comparability  Factor 16.07  per  1,000  population 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  There  wer  none  registered 

during  the  year 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  27.33 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  27.33 

No  deaths  were  registered  of  illegitimate  infants 
under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  81 

Deaths  from  Measles  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil 

Deaths  from  Gastro-Enteritis  (under  2 years)  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 
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2 — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 
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Part  Vin  of  the  Act.  OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  and  111). 

There  were  no  outworkers  employed. 

Report  under  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Supervision  of  all  factories  was  continued  throughout  the  year  and  defects  found  were  in  all  cases 
remedied. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR,  1956, 
CLASSIFIED  BY  AGES,  CAUSES  AND  LOCALITIES 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1956 


NEO  NATAL 
MORTALITY 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Live  Births 

20.29 

cn 

ON 

23.57 

23.09 

17.32 

15.71 

27.95 

OO 

tT 

m 

16.09 

27.78 

ON 

35.51 

Deaths 
under 
1 weeks 

236 

164 

72 

m 

00 

(N 

OO 

Os 

NO 

o 

On 

INFANT 

MORTALITY 

Rate  per 
1.00C 
Live 
Births 
i 

23.8 

30.27 

29.97 

© 

m 

28.42 

25.97 

27.49 

48.14 

OO 

m 

24.13  j 

33.33 

37.31  | 

42.99 

Deaths 
under 
1 Year 

352 

257 

95 

NO 

12 

cl 

m 

On 

ON 

12 

vr> 

23 

DEATHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

U 

| 

Vi 

3 

3 

13.99 

14.05 

13.49 

15.61 

15.39 

14.70  | 

14.68 

11.26 

13.00 

14.74 

12.07 

12.59 

Crude 

12.27 

ZZ'Zl 

12.38 

15.46 

12.72 

' 10.97 

L _ 

11.65 

10.62 

10.24 

12.28 

14.03 

14.15 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

1 

9,053 

6,533 

2,520  j 

ZZ9 

390 

407  1 

422 

Ml 

232 

273 

O 

499 

BIRTHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Popvlation 

| Adjusted 

1 

15.60 

00 

OO 

15.31 

14.55 

14.91 

19.56 

18.32 

17.10 

t 

16.62  1 

i 

16.35 

m 

00 

rn 

15.17 

Crude 

15.60  1 

15.76 

16.04 

i 

15.01  j 

13.99 

15.06 

20.59 

; 

17.79 

18.00 

16.46  I 

16.19 

13.43 
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ot 

Births 

1 

11,629 

i 

8,574 

1 3,055 

i 

563 

462  | 

764  | 

644  | 

261 

i _ 

373  1 

360 

i 

134  I 

535  1 

1 

Estimated 

Population 

1956 

1 1 

738,000 

534,500 

203,500 

i 

40,240 

30,670 

37,110  1 

36,210 

14,500  | 

22,660  | 

22,240  I 

9,980 

i 

35,270 

England  and  Wales  ..... 

Administrative  County  

Urban  Districts  

Rural  Districts 

^ Health  Division.  Constituent  Districts 
o Aberdare  and  Aberdare  Urban 
Mountain  Ash 

Mountain  Ash  Urban 

Caerphilly  and  Caerphilly  Urban  | 
Gelligaer 

Gelligaer  Urban 

Mid-Glamorgan  Bridgend  Urban 

Maesteg  Urban  

Ogmore  & Garw 
Urban 

Porthcawl  Urban 
Penybont  Rural  

19.69 

20.37 

25.82 

7.45 
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18.52 
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26.26 
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21.91 

00 
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16.74 

15.80 

13.25 

17.99 

15.75 
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13.91 
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16.58 

14.24 

| 22.36 

00 
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13.70 

14.19 

i 

457 
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1,030 
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32,050 
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Neath  and  Neath  M.B. 

District 

Neath  Rural 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant  Rural 
Llantrisant 

Pontypridd  Urban 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Urban 
Glyncorrwg 

Port  Talbot  M.B. 

South  East  Barry  M.B.  ... . 

Glamorgan 

Cardiff  Rural 
Cowbridge  M.B. 
Cowbridge  Rural 
Penarth  Urban  ... 

West  Glamorgan  Gower  Rural 

Lhvchwr  Urban 

i 

Pontardawe  Rural 

... 

Rhondda  Rhondda  M.  B. 
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<E  MORTALITY.  Net  Deaths  At  Various  Ages  Under  One  Year. 
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Causes  of  Death 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Acute  Tracheo-Bronchitis 

Paroxysmal  Tachycardia 
with  heart  failure  and 
congenital  Fibroelastosis 
Hydrocephalus 

Imr>erforate  Anns 

Occipital  meningo — 
myelocoele  (Very  large) 
Atelectasis 

Meningitis 

Haemorrhage  Disease 
of  New  Born 
Prematurity 

TOTALS 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1956 
Births 


Live  Bir 

:hs 

Still  Bir 

hs 

M. 

F . 

Total 

M. 

F . 

Total 

Total  

222 

217 

439 

Total  

4 

2 

6 

Legitimate 

220 

212 

432 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate 

2 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths 


Deaths  of  Infa 
1 Year  o 

nts  u 
f Ag 

nder 

s 

Deaths  of  Infa 
4 W eeks  ol 

nts  u 
Age 

nder 

M. 

F . 

Total 

M. 

F . 

Total 

Total  

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

6 

6 

6 

6 

12 

12 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

4 

4 

5 

5 

9 

9 

STATISTICAL  TABLE— COMPARISON  OF  POPULATION 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  1946—1956 


Year 

Adjusted 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1 ,000  Population 

Death  Rate  under 
One  Year  per 
1,000  Live  Births 

Adjusted 
Death  Rate  per 
1 ,000  Population 

1946 

17.4 

52.0 

12.3 

1947 

16.8 

45.0 

12.9 

1948 

16.5 

37.1 

11.8 

1949 

14.4 

51.0 

13.2 

1950 

13.97 

35.09 

14.15 

1951 

13.23 

30.37 

14.16 

1952 

14.57 

32.05 

13.30 

1953 

13.93 

49.11 

13.21 

1954 

14.26 

39.22 

13.36 

1955 

13.43 

20.83 

14.70 

1956 

13.97 

27.33 

16.07 
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DEATHS  FROM  VIOLENCE,  1956 


Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Cause 

M 

F 

Gell- 

ionen 

Cilybeb- 

yll 

Blaen- 
egel  & 
Mawr 

Allty 

grug 

Falling  on  Step  in 
Garden  



1 



— 

1 

— 

Falling  at  Home 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Industrial  — 

Crushed  at  Work  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Trapped  under  fall  of 
roof  (colliery) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

SUICIDE,  1956 


Cause 

Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

M 

F 

Blaenegel  & Mawr 

Razor  Wounds  in  Throat 

1 

— 

1 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS,  1956 


Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Cause 

M 

F 

Cilybeb- 

yll 

Blaen- 
egel & 
Mawr 

Godrer- 

graig 

Cae- 

gurwen 

Collision  with  Stone 
Bridge  while  driving 
Motor  Lorry 

1 

1 

Knocked  down  by 
Motor  Car  ..... 

3 

— 

___ 

1 

2 

Road  accident  — 

Motor  Cycle  with  Van 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 
(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

For  many  years  past  the  examination  of  all  samples  relating 
to  water,  milk,  icecream  and  other  specimens  for  bacteriological 
purposes  has  together  with  chemical  analysis  been  undertaken  by 
the  County  and  Medical  Research  Council  Laboratories  at 
Cardiff.  Some  years  ago,  your  Council  expressed  by  resolution 
its  desire  to  see  laboratory  facilities  located  somewhat  nearer  to 
this  area,  an  aim  with  which  your  officers  fully  concurred. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  under  review  the  Medical 
Research  Council  established  a new  laboratory  at  Swansea  and 
all  bacteriological  specimens  are  now  dealt  with  at  these  premises 
with  a consequent  saving  of  time.  Water,  sewage  effluent,  air 
pollution,  and  other  samples  for  chemical  analysis  continue  to 
be  dealt  with  at  the  County  Laboratory. 

Numbers  of  samples  taken  are  as  follows : — 


WATER  : 

Bacteriological  Examination  58 

Chemical  Analysis  . 43 

MILK  : 

Bacteriological  Examination  6 

ICECREAM  : 

Bacteriological  Examination  22 

Chemical  Analysis  22 

SEWAGE : 

Effluent  Analysis  21 


(b)  Welfare  Services,  Hospital  and  Ambulance  Services 
The  fullest  cooperation  has  been  maintained  during  the  year 
between  your  authority  and  the  bodies  responsible  for  these 
services.  Such  coop  eration  is  essential  for  the  services  concerned 
are  closely  associated  with  public  health.  It  is  pleasing  to  record 
such  happy  working  and  it  indicated  that  personal  contact  and 
understanding  can  do  much  to  advantage  those  for  whom  these 
facilities  provide  such  needed  assistance. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  maintains  and  administers 
the  Welfare  and  Ambulance  Services  within  the  area.  For  the 
purpose  of  the  Ambulance  Service,  a sub-station  is  maintained  at 
Ynisderw  House,  Pontardawe.  The  Glantawe  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee  administers  the  two  hospitals  within  the  area  at 
Clydach  and  Gellynudd.  A Chest  Clinic  is  also  maintained  at 
Ynisderw  House  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Your  Council  is  under  this  Act  charged  with  the  responsibility 
for  undertaking  the  burial  of  any  person  who  dies  within  the 
area  and  in  respect  of  whom  it  appears  that  no  person  is  taking 
responsibility.  During  the  year  it  became  necessary  to  undertake 
the  burial  of  one  person  under  this  Act  and  interment  was 
effected  at  Coedgwilym. 
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SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA 

Water 

The  District’s  main  source  of  water  supply  continues  to  be  the 
Cray  Reservoir.  The  water  from  this  reservoir  is  obtained  by 
agreement  with  the  Swansea  Corporation.  Your  Council  also 
maintains  a number  of  tanks  and  springs  situated  throughout  the 
District  and  these  serve  to  augment  the  main  supply  already 
mentioned.  These  supplies  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Engineer- 
ing and  Water  Department  of  your  Authority.  Samples  taken 
during  the  year  and  inspection  of  sources  enable  it  to  be  stated 
that : — 

(1)  All  these  sources  continue  to  give  an  adequate  water 
supply  which  is  generally  satisfactory  as  to  quality  and  quantity. 

(2)  The  results  of  analysis  of  chemical  and  bacteriological 
samples  show  the  Council’s  various  water  supplies  to  be  of  the 
nature  required  for  human  consumption. 

(3)  In  no  case  of  a water  sample  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  was  there  significant  evidence  of  contamination  by  lead. 

(4)  A very  small  percentage  of  properties  situated  within 
the  area  are  not  connected  to  one  or  other  of  the  Council’s  water 
supplies.  In  consequence  no  system  of  stand  pipes  operates. 

Recent  pronouncements  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
regionalisation  of  water  supplies  is  under  active  consideration. 
Should  this  come  to  pass  it  will  be  important  to  ensure  adequate 
and  effective  Iiasion  between  the  Public  Health  Departments  and 
the  new  bodies. 


Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

In  an  area  such  as  this  where  industry  has  for  so  long  been 
established  it  is  unavoidable  that  pollution  of  our  watercourses 
should  occur.  It  is  true  to  say,  however,  that  such  pollution  is 
often  excessive  and  that  it  would  with  effort  be  lowered  to  the 
irreducible  minimum.  The  creation  of  Rivers  Boards  with  powers 
that  enable  them  to  transcend  local  boundaries  is  a step  in  the 
right  direction  and  your  officers  have  both  given  to  and  received 
from  the  South  West  Wales  Rivers  Board  the  fullest  assistance. 

1 here  still  remain  with  your  authority  important  functions 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  action  taken  during  the  year 

abolished^  m Vanous  sources  of  pollution  being  traced  and 

Disinfestation. 

(a)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 
Number  of  (1)  Council  Houses 


Number  of  (2)  Other  Houses 


(b) 


(i)  Infested  9 

(ii)  Disinfested  9 

(i)  Infested  1 1 

(ii)  Disinfested  1 1 


Methods  Employed  in  Disinfesting  Houses. 

R direct  application  of  D.D.T.  has  been  found  effective 
Both  liquid  and  powder  forms  are  used.  Insect  resistance  to 
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certain  chlorinated  hydrocarbons  is  a matter  for  some  concern  and 
is  referred  to  more  fully  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
section  of  this  Report. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  samples  of  effluent  from  all  the 
Council’s  sewage  disposal  plants  were  submitted  for  frequent 
analysis.  The  results  in  some  cases  were  below  the  required 
standard  to  an  extent  which  warranted  the  submission  of  a special 
report  to  your  Council  on  the  matter. 

It  appears  obvious  from  discussions  with  the  Engineer  that 
the  only  remedy  lies  in  a completely  new  system  the  existing  one 
being  both  outdated  and  overloaded  by  population  increase. 
Development  of  Sewerage  Schemes. 

Connection  of  Clydach  Sewers  to  Swansea 
Corporation  Main  Trunk  Sewer  £1  1,238  Completed 

Craigcefnparc  Privy  Conversion 

Scheme  £21,755  In  progress 

SECTION  D.— HOUSING 

The  Slum  Clearance  programme  instituted  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  has  received  the  fullest  support 
from  your  Council.  Details  of  action  taken  will  be  found  in  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  section  of  this  Report. 

From  earliest  times  of  social  legislation  the  connection  between 
ill-health  and  bad  housing  has  been  recognised.  Darkness,  damp- 
ness, lack  of  ventilation  and  facilities  have  been  matters  which 
have  warranted  the  attention  of  those  officers  charged  with  main- 
tenance of  public  health.  Now  that  the  back  log  of  the  war  years 
is  being  eliminated  slum  clearance  again  comes  rightfully  to  the 
fore,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  next  few  years  will  see  much  of  the 
obsolescent  property  of  this  area  reconditioned  or  demolished. 

Statistical  Analysis  of  Rehousing  Activity  during  the  Post-War  Years 

Statistics  are  usually  said  to  make  dry  reading.  This  is 
certainly  so  if  the  figures  are  considered  as  mere  cyphers.  In  the 
next  three  tables,  however,  there  are  a thousand  and  more  stories 
of  hope  and  realisation  behind  the  figures  given.  They  represent 
a post-war  achievment  of  which  your  Council  can  be  justly  proud. 

The  first  table  shows  rehousing  activity  during  1956.  The 
second  table  is  a consolidated  statistical  review  of  the  ten  years 
1946-56  and  shows  that  during  this  decade  1,197  families  were  by 
new  housing  and  casual  vacancies  given  a new  opportunity  of  life 
in  new  conditions.  It  indicates  that  by  transfers  and  sub-tenancies 
a further  1,074  families  were  able  to  improve  their  conditions. 

What  still  remains  to  be  done  is  shown  in  the  third  table,  the 
number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  1956  being 
970.  It  is  truly  an  unending  task  but  withal  a task  that  brings  a 
sense  of  satisfaction  when  one  looks  behind  the  figures  and  sees 
the  families  which  compose  them. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  REHOUSED  ETC  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Total  Number 

of  Families 
Prov.  with  Alt. 
Accom.  (Pts. 
Scheme,  Other 
Cases,  Trans- 
fers, Sub- 
Tenancies.) 

(1)  + (2)  + (3) 
90 

14 

16 

6 

3 

18 

31 

39 

32 
29 
35 

m 

m 

2,008 

2,321 

Transfers  & 
Sub-Tenancies 

sapireuajL 
-qns  sjaj 

-subjx  pioj. 

p; co  o\r-fs  ctr-cj)  2 fQ  ^ — 

04 

04 

a 

1,074 

pasijoipny 

S3I0UBU3X 

-qns  jo  -ok 

14 
4 
1 
2 

1 

6 

15 

4 

17 

3 

6 

PO 

574 

647 

psAOjddy 
ssSuEipxg 
pue  sjsj 
-suwx  1°  °N 

34 

5 

6 

1 

1 

4 

10 

8 

4 

6 

On 

O' 

00 

Tf 

m 

427 

Notes 

1 Special  Case 

1 to  B.  & M. 
(Special  Case) 

2 K.Ws- 
N.C.B. 
Imber 

1 SDecial  Case 

1 to  Cwm 

2 to  Cwm 
2 to  God 

1 to  Cwm 
K.W.  : R.D.C. 

1 

Type  of  Ac- 
commodation 
Provided 

uop^poui 

-uiooav  JaiflO 

1 1 1 1 III  till 

*■4 

sapireo^A 

6 

J 

1 

4 

1 

10 

6 

04  PO  IT)  00 

NO 

8 

^4 

\r 

3 

sasnoH 

M3K 

36 

4 

9 

1 

6 

23 

4 

17 

15 

wH 

876 

*4 

On 

On 

Rehoused 
Outside  the 

f'oirns  ocneme 
(Keyworkers 
etc.) 

8"  - 1 1 1 M - 

1 1 1 - 

VO 

5 

O 

m 

j Rehoused  Under  the  Points  Scheme 

■stdy  ut 
8UIAIT  ’ 

— < — < oc  ro  »"4  v©  oo 

rn 

10 

4 

10 

19 

O 

754  | 

u-n 

«o 

00 

Applicants  who 
were  granted  Pri- 
ority on  grounds  of 

sasnoH 

*9un 

* " ~ 1 1 

13 

2 

4 

5 

ON 

m 

m 

04 

vo 

V"> 
»— < 

ssaupj 

jaqiO 

22 

1 

3 

3 

7 

9 

7 

3 

4 
10 

On 

VO 

248 

O' 

•H 

XU3U1 

-aiqnsiQ 

" 1 1 1 III 

"III 

04 

o 

04 

a 

sisojno 

-jaqnx 

* " 1 ~ III 

04  | 04  | 

© 

S 

PO 

ioiai 

Families 

tee- 

housed 

under 

Points 

Scheme 

£-5  * O'  -<  CA  ~ 

Smf 

25 

7 

22 

22 

W-) 

1,042 

1,197 

1 Occupation 

sjsqjQ 

31 

3 

5 
1 

6 
6 

12 

5 

11 

8 

00 

00 

§ 

a 

'UIX/N^S 

"III  | " - 

"III 

ON 

04 

«o 

s 

S3U!N 

f-*  ^ Tf  m — < — < Tt 

10 

2 

11 

14 

00 

VO 

04 

o— , 
$ 

3Jmirtou8v 

1 1 1 1 III  1 1 1 l 

1 

t}- 

Parish 

or 

Ward 

Clydach 

Gellionen 

Craigcefnparc 

Gamswllt/ 

Velindre 

A 

5 Ynisymond 
Cilybebyll 
Blaenegel  & 

Mawr 

Godrergraig 

Alltygrug 

Cwmllynfell 

Caegurwen 

TOTALS 

Add 

Previous 

Years 

Total 

1946/1956 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  REHOUSED.  SUMMARY.  YEARS  1946—1956 


Total  Number 

of  Families 
Prov.  with  Alt. 
Accom.  (Pts. 
Scheme,  Other 
Cases,  Trans- 
fers, Sub- 
Tenancies.) 

(1)  + (2)  + (3) 
551 

124 

47 

53 

27 

223 

327 

201 

340 

130 

298 

2,321 

Transfers  & 
Sub-Tenancies 

S3I0UBU3X 
-qns  ^ sjaj 
-subjx  poox 

(3) 

262 

60 

21 

11 

10 

71 

149 

104 

206 

50 

130 

1,074  J 

pasuoiflnv 
sabtreuox 
-qns  jo  *o n 

99 

36 

9 

10 

8 

46 

95 

79 

141 

41 

83 

3 

paAojddy 
sagireipxg 
pue  sjsj 
-SUBJJ.  JO  'ON 

163 

24 
12 

1 

2 

25 
54 

25 

65 

9 

47 

!n 

Type  of  Accom- 
modation Provided 

uoi)Bpoin 
-uioooy  jaipo 

’ " 1 1 1 I N 1 M 1 I 

3 

56 

18 

6 

9 

4 

29 
26 

11 

40 

16 

30 

«n 

3 

sasnoH 

M3N 

229 

43 

20 

33 

13 

123 

150 

86 

92 

64 

138 

On 

ON 

Rehoused 
Outside  the 

Fomts  scheme 
(Keyworkers 
etc.) 

1 "32  " M | * 

8 

«dy  u| 

SuiAI'I 

244 

35 

18 

28 

9 
86 
1 123 

57 

82 

39 

134 

VO 

»o 

00 

Points  Scheme 

Applicants  who 
were  granted  Pri- 
ority on  grounds  of 

sssnoH 

13 

11 

1 

4 

2 

22 

12 

28 
27 
22 
1 14 

VO 

kO 

SS3UJH 

<mpo 

75  ! 

11 

5 
9 

6 
39 
54 

16 

36 

12 

54 

r- 

ro 

JU3UI 

-SiqBSIQ 

oo  | 1 | | 50  — m <s  | <S 

n 

<N 

sisojno 

-jaqnx 

22 

15 

3 

17 

24 

12 

17 

7 

17 

PO 

tused  Under  the 
Total  Families 

Rehoused 
under  Points 
Scheme 

vO  ro  VO  IN  VO  00  ^ vofSO’tf 

^oo  O N Tf  — < Oj  VO  Os  rn  °o  0> 

1,197 

Rehc 

Occupation 

sraqio 

[156 

31 

14 

12 

6 

69 

84 

38 

59 

36 

57 

<N 

VO 

IT) 

n?X/I331S 

rsii  -as  n°°i'c 

VO 

S3U?W 

8 

12 

30 

7 

26 

33 

47 

65 

44 

101 

470 

3jnj]nou8y 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Parish 

or 

Ward 

Clydach 

Gellionen 

Craigcefnparc 

Gamswllt  / 
Velindre 

Ynisymond 

Cilybebyll 

Blaenegel  & 
Mawr 

Godrergraig 

Alltygrug 

Cwmllynfell 

Caegurwen 

Total 

to 

31/12/56 
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ANALYSIS  OF  WAITING  LIST— 31st  DECEMBER,  1956 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


MILK 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS  UNDER  THE 
MILK  REGULATIONS 


Parish  of 

o 

In. 

■T3 

Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Rhyn- 

dwy- 

clydach 

Han - 
quicke 

Cily- 

bebyll 

Ynisy- 

mond 

Mawr 

Sources  ) 

Outside 

Area 

Total 

Registere 

Distributors 

5 

14 

l 

1 

1 

3 

25 

Dairies  

Dealers — 

5 

12 

1 

— 

1 

— 

19 

Accredited  Milk 
Dealers — Tuber- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

culin  Tested  Milk 
Dealers — Pasteur- 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

ised  Milk 
Dealers — 

2 

10 

2 

3 

3 

1 

21 

Sterilised  Milk 
Supplementary 
Licences— All 

2 

6 

2 



1 

— 

11 

Milks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

13 

Total  Registrations 

15 

44 

7 

4 

6 

17 

93 

Milk  Supply 

This  Authority  has  the  duty  of  supervising  milk  distribution 
after  this  product  leaves  its  place  of  production.  As  a consequence 
milk  distributors  and  their  premises  are  registered  and  both  dealers 
and  supplementary  dealers  in  designated  milks  are  licensed. 

The  Inspectors  supervise  milk  handlers  and  in  this  manner 
achieve  control  in  matters  affecting  cleanliness  of  this  most  import- 
ant food. 
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Milk  Samples 

The  results  of  examinations  of  samples  taken  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  purposes  are  as  follows.  These  were  dealt  with 
at  the  Cardiff  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Laboratory 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

% 

Satis- 

factory 

Cardiff  and  County  Laboratory,  Cardiff 
Bacteriological  Examination 

6 

6 

— 

100% 

Icecream. 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS 


(FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  SECTION  16) 


Purposes  for  which 
Registered 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Totcl 

Regis- 

tered 

Clyd. 

Cell. 

£ 

<3 

'O 

*5 

0 

B.&M. 

God. 

Allt. 

Cwrn. 

Cae. 

Manufacture  and 
Sale  : 

(0  Complete 

1 

1 

2 

Cold  Mix 
(»)  Hot  Mix 

2 

3 

1 

3 

9 

Sale  : 

(0  Prepacked 

16 

8 

5 

— 

2 

12 

5 

12 

2 

6 

68 

(if)  Loose 

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

8 

Total  Registered 

16 

8 

5 

— 

2 

14 

7 

18 

4 

13 

87 

Icecream  Samples. 


The  results  of  analysis  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  and 
sent  to  the  laboratory  at  Cardiff  are  as  follows  : 


Laboratory 

No. 
T aken 

No 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

% 

Satis- 

factory 

Cardiff  and  County  Laboratory,  Cardiff 
Bacteriological  Examination 

22 

22 

— 

100% 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

1,232 

440 

999 

23,749 

2,872 

Number  Inspected 

1,232 

440 

999 

23,749 

2,872 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

3 

4 

Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned 

582 

326 

27 

7,714 

943 

Percentage  of  the  Number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticosis 

47.4% 

74.1% 

2.7% 

32.5% 

32.8% 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned 

22 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

47 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

1.78 

2.04 

Nil 

Nil 

1.63 

Cysticercosis 

Two  cases  were  found  during  the  year 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Following  are  details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County 
Sampling  Officers  in  the  Pontardawe  Rural  District  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1956.  Once  again  we  wish  to  express 
our  thanks  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  this  in- 


formation. 

Milk  108  Semolina  1 

Lemon  Curd  1 Meat  Paste  1 

Dessicated  Coconut  3 Cake  Mixture  2 

Butter  11  Patent  Groats  1 

Margarine  3 Malted  Milk  Powder 1 

Corned  Beef  2 Gelatine  1 

Canned  Plums 1 Junket  Powder  1 

Canned  Grapes  1 Mayonnaise  1 

Cake  Mixture  with  Dried  Beef  and  Vegetable 

Fruit  1 Extract  1 

Ham  and  Tongue  1 Yeast  Spread 

Canned  Broth 1 Sage  & Onion  Stuffing  1 

Canned  Bananas  1 Tea  2 

Chocolate  Spread  2 Prunes  „ 1 
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Canned  Pineapple  1 

Canned  Cranberries  1 

Canned  Pudding  5 

Baking  Powder  6 

Non  Brewed  Condiment  4 

Tomato  Sauce  1 

Sultanas  3 

Rice  6 

White  Pepper  1 

Epsom  Salts  1 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  2 

Salad  Cream  2 

Sandwich  Spread  3 

Arrowroot  3 

Sliced  Beans  1 

Self  Raising  Flour  6 

Sterilised  Cream  10 

Glucose  1 

Honey  3 

Lard  3 

Lemon  Barley  Water  1 

Chewing  Gum  1 

Camphorated  Oil  1 

Liquid  Paraffin  1 

Gravy  Browning  1 

Ground  Coffee  2 

Sugar  1 

Oatmeal  1 

Glace  Cherries  1 

Pastry  Mixture  1 

Sweets  l 

Macaroni  1 

Puff  Pastry  Mixture  1 

Soft  Drinks  l 

Olive  Oil  1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  1 

Halibut  Liver  Oil 

Capsules  1 

Salt  2 

Pudding  Mixture  1 


Marzipan  1 

Icing  Sugar  - 1 

Tomato  Soup  3 

Lemon  Curd  2 

Salad  Oil  I 

Mint  1 

Vinegar  3 

Cream  Soda  I 

Canned  Tomatoes  1 

Mincemeat  2 

Trifle  Pack  2 

Bengers  Food 1 

Jam  2 

Canned  Peas  6 

Minced  Pork  3 

Mustard  1 

Pearl  Barley  - 5 

Lime  Flavouring  1 

Ice  Cream  15 

Suet  Pudding  Mixture  1 

Ginger  1 

Piccalilli  1 

Botanic  Beer  1 

Fish  Paste  3 

Soda  Water  5 

Orange  Drink 4 

Sponge  Mixture  5 

Condensed  Milk  3 

Sago  Pudding 1 

Dried  Peas  2 

Horseradish  Cream  2 

Tapioca  Flakes  3 

Orangeade  Powder  1 

Celery  Salt  1 

Instant  Whip  l 

Custard  Powder  1 

Dehydrated  Meat  1 

Vegetable  Salad  2 

Treacle  Pudding  l 


TOTAL  3: 

One  sample  of  milk  was  found,  on  analysis,  to  be  deficient 
fat  to  the  extent  of  not  less  than  33%.  Proceedings  were  take 
against  the  Vendor  resulting  in  a fine  of  £3  plus  15/-  Analyst’s  fe 
, _ Two  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  found,  on  analysis  to  1 
deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  not  less  than  12%  and  29( 
respectively.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  Vendors  resu 
mg  in  fines  amounting  to  £8  plus  £1/10/0  Analyst’s  fees. 
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Outbreak  of  Food-Poisoning  from  Bread  Made  of  Chemically 

Contaminated  Flour 


The  year  1956  will  be  remembered  in  this  Public  Health 
Department  as  the  year  in  which  our  resources  were  tested  to  the 
full  by  the  above  outbreak  of  food  poisoning.  The  incident 
opened  with  a telephone  report  at  4 p.m.  on  the  2nd  of  May  that 
10  men  at  a local  works  had  been  taken  violently  ill  during  the 
course  of  the  day.  Immediate  investigation  at  the  works  enabled 
lumes  and  other  occupational  hazards  to  be  eliminated  and  positive 
evidence  found  to  implicate  bread  rolls  made  by  a local  baker 
and  sold  in  the  works  canteen.  By  1 1 p.m.  of  the  same  day 
inquiries  had  been  extended  to  the  homes  of  the  patients  and  the 
bakery,  it  then  being  thought  that  the  rolls  themselves  were  the 
original  source  of  contamination.  A more  serious  complexion 
was  placed  on  the  matter,  however,  just  before  midnight  when 
information  was  received  that  a person  having  no  connection 
with  the  works  and  not  having  consumed  rolls  had  collapsed  in 
similar  circumstances.  Inquiries  were  pursued  through  the  night 
and  by  morning  it  was  evident  that  the  contamination  had 
extended  to  bread  loaves  and  that  further  cases  could  be  expected 
among  the  general  populace.  Such  a situation  was  held  to 
warrant  warning  being  given  to  the  public  through  the  medium 
of  the  B.B.C.  News  Bulletins  and  this  was  done  on  the  8 a.m. 
and  9 a.m.  news  on  May  3rd. 

The  justification  of  this  step  was  apparent  when  during  the 
course  of  that  day  47  further  cases  were  notified,  it  being 
established  through  inquiry  that  bread  manufactured  by  the  same 
bakery  on  May  2nd  had  been  consumed  by  everyone  of  these 
patients.  It  is  estimated  that  approximately  1,500  persons  in 
the  area  were  under  risk. 

Close  contact  had  been  maintained  from  the  earliest  stages 
with  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  and  samples  were  submitted 
through  the  Officers  of  the  Board  to  the  Department  of  the 
Government  Chemist,  London.  Samples  included  flour  scrapings, 
suspected  flour,  and  bread  known  to  have  caused  illness.  Two 
suspected  sacks  of  flour  were  sampled  for  analysis  and  details 
obtained  of  the  dates  of  transportation  of  the  consignment  of  which 
they  were  part.  This  enabled  the  number  of  a rail  van  to  be 
obtained  and  the  van’s  location  sought. 


On  May  14th,  following  a long  and  difficult  analysis  the 
Government  Chemist  identified  the  contaminant  as  “Endrin”  a 
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horticultural  pesticide  and  the  firm  importing  the  chemical  was 
asked  to  make  certain  inquiries  concerning  previous  rail  consign- 
ments. The  van  in  question  was  located  near  Cambridge,  on  the 
22nd  May,  and  brought  to  London  under  seal.  The  chemical 
importers  reported  that  a van  of  that  number  had  been  involved 
in  a damage  claim  by  them  in  respect  of  a consignment  of  endrin 
on  the  20th  February,  1956,  when  spillage  of  the  chemical 
concerned  had  occured  during  transit.  The  rail  van  was  examined 
at  London  on  the  28th  May,  and  the  samples  of  flour  scrapings 
indicated  the  presence  of  endrin  even  at  that  date  over  3 months 
after  the  original  spillage. 


This  last  result  completed  a chain  of  evidence  which  showed 
that  the  spillage  of  a chemical  in  a rail  van  had  not  been  removed 
so  that  when  flour  sacks  were  loaded  into  the  same  van  2 months 
later  some  of  the  sacks  became  contaminated  and  on  delivery  to 
the  baker  were  used  unsuspectingly  by  him  so  that  bread  loaves 
made  from  flour  and  white  bread  rolls  subjected  to  secondary 
contamination  in  the  bakehouse  caused  illness  among  those  who 
consumed  them. 


As  a result  of  the  episode  described  previously  59  persons 
were  notified  by  local  general  practitioners  as  suffering  from  food- 
poisoning, and  it  is  probable  that  at  least  a hundred  more  felt 
unwell  but  did  not  call  in  their  doctor.  All  the  illnesses  followed 
the  eating  of  bread  rolls,  “ batches,”  or  loaves  made  from  flour 
now  known  to  have  been  contaminated  with  endrin. 


TTe  main  symptoms  were  in  every  case  suggestive  of  a 
disturbance  of  the  central  nervous  system.  The  severity  of  the 
attack  appears  to  have  been  related  directly  to  the  amount  of 
bread  eaten  : about  three  or  four  slices  or  two  or  three  rolls  were 
usually  sufficient  to  produce  a convulsion.  The  time  of  onset  was 
somewhat  variable.  In  most  cases  symptoms  occurred  about  three 
hours  after  ingestion  Where  the  interval  was  only  half  to  one 
hour  it  was  usually  found  that  some  of  the  bread  had  also  been 
eaten  at  an  earlier  meal  as  well. 


of  sufcef' 

SrsoWdeJinVger  they  haPPened  t0  * and  SCTera ' 4 J them: 
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Symptoms  also  followed  a definite  pattern  in  the  less  acute 
cases.  These  patients  first  noticed  that  they  were  becoming  dizzy, 
with  weakness  in  the  legs,  abdominal  discomfort,  and  nausea! 
hew  actually  vomited,  but  those  who  did,  whether  spontaneously 
or  after  being  given  a salt-and-water  emetic,  recovered  more 
rapidly.  In  many  cases  the  feeling  of  weakness  increased  ; the 
patient  became  disorientated  and  felt  as  if  he  were  falling  forward. 
There  was  considerable  confusion  of  thought  and  some  actually 
imagined  at  the  time  that  they  were  “ going  mad.”  At  this  stage 
some  of  them  became  a little  agressive ; one  or  two  said  that  the 
top  half  of  their  head  felt  as  if  it  were  solid.  Several  noticed 
that  they  became  temporarily  deaf. 


Recovery  Was  comParatively  rapid  even  in  cases  where  there 
had  been  a convulsion,  and  by  the  following  day  most  of  those 
affected  felt  fairly  well.  However,  a few  complained  of  weakness 
insomnia,  and  loss  of  appetite  for  several  days.  A small  minority 
remained  away  from  work  for  two  to  four  weeks  complaining  of 
headaches,  lethargy,  weakness,  and  anorexia,  but  the  symptoms  of 
some  of  this  latter  group  may  have  been  psychological  in  origin. 


The  successful  conclusion  of  these  investigations  is  a matter 
which  the  Officers  of  your  Health  Department  view  with  satisfaction 
for  only  too  often  in  such  outbreaks  is  a great  deal  of  time  and 
energy  expended  without  the  main  cause  being  completely  and 
finally  identified.  The  successful  result  in  this  case  has  value  far 
beyond  the  immediate  short  term  objective  of  the  investigation 
itself.  Since  the  publication  of  the  report  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal  requests  have  been  received  from  medical,  public  health 
and  other  authorities  throughout  the  world  for  further  details 
and,  in  all,  copies  of  the  report  have  been  sent  on  request  to  10 
different  countries.  The  value  of  the  investigation  lies  medically 
in  the  fact  that  no  case  of  endrin  poisoning  having  previously  been 
on  record,  the  collected  case  histories  of  local  patients  provide  an 
invaluable  source  of  information  for  those  who  may  be  faced  with 
similar  cases.  From  the  food  hygiene  point  of  view  it  indicates  the 
hazards  we  face  as  our  daily  lives  become  more  complex  and 
scientists  produce  new  substances.  In  these  circumstances,  there 
must  be  adequate  safeguards  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  we  may  see  rail  vans  exclusively  reserved  for  transportation 
of  foodstuffs. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1956 
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CANCER  DEATHS,  1956 
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CANCER  DEATHS— LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS  1947—1956 


Year 

Sex 

Total 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Y st  alyf  era 

Gwauncae- 

gurwen 

1947 

JM 

6 

6 



_____ 

_ . 

IF 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

JM 

9 

3 

1 

2 

3 

IF 

1 

1 

— 

1949 

JM 

12 

8 

3 

— 

1 

IF 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1950 

JM 

IF 

9 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1951 

JM 

IF 

7 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1952 

JM 

IF 

12 

9 

2 

— 

1 

1953 

JM 

21 

14 

3 

3 

1 

IF 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

JM 

2 

1 



— 

1 

If 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1955 

JM 

16 

4 

4 

6 

2 

IF 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1956 

JM 

17 

8 

3 

4 

2 

1 <F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1956 


Age  Groups 

Total 

Ward  or  Parish 

Sex 

Clydach 

Mawr 

Blaenegel  & 
Mawr 

5 — 10  years 

_ 

M 

_ 

_ 



4 

F 

3 

1 

— 

10 — 15  years 



M 





— 

1 

F 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

5 

• 

3 

1 

1 

Males  — Nil. 
Females  — 5 
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CANCER  DEATHS  1946—1956 


Year 

Sex 

Total 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

Gwaun- 

caegurwen 

1946 

M 

33 

12 

4 

12 

5 

F 

25 

5 

8 

6 

6 

1947 

M 

28 

15 

6 

4 

3 

F 

27 

7 

9 

4 

7 

1948 

M 

42 

10 

9 

7 

16 

F 

20 

3 

9 

5 

3 

1949 

M 

40 

11 

18 

5 

6 

F 

24 

4 

7 

2 

11 

1950 

M 

33 

10 

8 

6 

9 

F 

23 

8 

5 

4 

6 

1951 

M 

40 

21 

8 

6 

5 

F 

22 

6 

5 

4 

7 

1952 

M 

35 

14 

10 

8 

3 

F 

31 

10 

6 

10 

5 

1953 

M 

47 

25 

8 

9 

5 

F 

28 

8 

8 

6 

6 

1954 

M 

25 

11 

6 

4 

4 

F 

23 

5 

13 

1 

4 

1955 

M 

43 

10 

15 

11 

7 

F 

30 

5 

9 

9 

7 

1956 

M 

46 

21 

10 

9 

6 

F 

35 

10 

10 

6 

9 

35 


TUBERCULOSIS 


AGES 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 Year  

— 

— 



- 

1 — 4 Years  

— 

— 





. 

5 — 14  Years  

— 

— 



2 

. 



15 — 24  Years  

2 

8 

- -■ 

1 

25 — 34  Years  

2 

1 

. . 

, 

35 — 44  Years  

— 





___ 

45 — 54  Years  ..... 

1 

— 

___ _ 

. 

1 

2 

55 — 64  Years  

2 

— 



, . 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- - 



Age  unknown  

— 

— 

— 

- 

___ 



Totals  

8 

9 

1 

3 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Rate  of  Incidence  of  New  Cases  : 0.65  per  1,000  population 


Death  Rate  from  this  Disease:  0.12  per  1,000  population 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR,  1956 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

145 

141 

286 

39 

37 

76 

362 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 11.3  per  1,000  population. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR,  1956 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

151 

149 

300 

39 

40 

79 

379 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 11.8  per  1,000  population. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS  1947—1956 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Total 
Deaths 
All  Forms 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1947 

14 

7 

21 

1 

— 

1 

22 

1948 

18 

10 

28 

— 

1 

1 

29 

1949 

17 

4 

21 

1 

1 

2 

23 

1950 

10 

10 

20 

1 

2 

3 

23 

1951 

8 

8 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1952 

13 

3 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1953 

12 

1 

13 

1 

1 

2 

15 

1954 

8 

2 

10 

2 

— 

2 

12 

1955 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1956 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 
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RAINFALL  IN  1956— WERN  HOUSE,  YSTALYFERA 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours 

Number  of 
days  with 
.01  or  more 
recorded 

Inches 

Date 

Inches 

January  

— 

8.24 

23/1/56 

1.40 

18 

February 

— 

.54 

5/2/56 

.15 

6 

March 

2.50 

3/3/56 

.72 

11 

April 

1.16 

13/4/56  & 
26/4/56 

.26 

10 

May 

2.88 

10/5/56 

.84 

13 

June 

4.20 

6/6/56 

1.25 

14 

July 

5.57 

5/7/56 

1.36 

21 

August 

8.38 

12/8/56 

1.52 

22 

September 

8.09 

27/9/56 

2.92 

19 

October  

— 

3.03 

16/10/56 

.53 

18 

November 

2.38 

8/11/56 

.75 

12 

December 

7.19 

14/12/56 

1.96 

26 

TOTALS 

54.16 

190 

Rain  Gauge. 

Diameter  of  Funnel — 5 inches. 

Height  of  top — Above  ground,  1 foot  6 inches 
Above  Sea  Level,  240  feet. 

Once  again  it  is  desired  to  thank  Miss  Lily  Williams,  of  Wem 
House,  Ystalyfera,  who  has  so  kindly  supplied  us  with  the  above 
information. 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  SHOPS’  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT,  1956 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1956. 

It  has  been  a year  of  advancement  in  several  fields  of 
environmental  hygiene  and  has  served  to  indicate  how  much  the 
public  are  dependent  upon  public  health  as  the  first  arm  of  defence 
and  in  turn  how  much  the  public  health  organization  is  dependent 
upon  unity  in  its  compotent  parts  for  the  efficient  discharge  of 
these  important  duties.  It  has  been  truly  said  that  health  like 
peace  is  one  and  indivisiable. 

During  the  years  of  the  war  many  fields  of  our  activity  were 
subordinated  to  the  more  pressing  needs  of  the  national  emergency 
and  it  is  only  now  over  a decade  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
that  due  excursions  into  these  fallow  fields  are  being  undertaken. 
In  this  connection,  particular  reference  must  be  made  to  slum 
clearance,  air  pollution,  and  food  hygiene.  In  the  first  slum 
clearance  it  has  been  possible  very  nearly  to  obtain  the  target  set 
by  your  Council  in  this  area  and  details  are  given  in  the  approp- 
riate section  of  the  action  taken. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  which  came  into  operation  during  the  yeai 
provides  an  opportunity  for  eliminating  still  further  the  pollution 
of  the  atmosphere  and  details  are  given  in  this  report  of  the 
department’s  activities. 

Food  Hygiene  has  assumed  a new  importance  with  the  passing 
of  the  regulations  which  operated  from  the  1st  January  and  the 
new  powers  afforded  your  officers  are  welcomed. 

This  report  indicates  the  action  taken  and  the  manner  in 
which  your  officers  have  approached  their  new  responsibilities. 
The  other  services  for  which  your  Council  are  responsible  and 
with  which  your  inspectorate  are  charged  to  administer  have  pro- 
ceeded along  their  customary  pattern  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
public  generally  are  appreciative  of  the  services  afforded  It  will 
be  noted  that  this  report  is  the  first  to  carry  the  new  designation 
of  public  health  inspector.  It  is  under  this  title  that  the  report 
tor  the  year  1956  is  herewith  submitted. 


PART  1.— GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 
Inspection  for  the  Year,  1956 

(a)  All  types  of  premises  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  

(b)  Infectious  Diseases 

(c)  Dairies,  Milkshops,  etc 

(d)  Factories  and  Workplaces 


. 4,317 
. 166 
22 
48 
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(e)  Verminous  Premises  128 

(f)  Miscellaneous  (including  Food  Stores 

and  Butchers’  Shops)  784 

(g)  Inspections  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

Act,  1950  480 

(h)  Inspections  under  Shops  Act,  1950  174 

(i)  Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises  33 


(j)  Meat  Inspection— see  appropriate  section  of  report. 

Public  Cleansing 

(a)  REFUSE  COLLECTION 

(i)  Direct  Labour  Collection 

There  has  been  no  change  in  organization  or  frequency  during 
1956  and  the  accompanying  table  indicates  clearly  the  present 
system  of  operation.  Previous  reports  have  discussed  the 
advantages  of  kerbside  collection  in  such  an  area  as  this  and  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  system  while  being  economic 
in  operation  has  not  been  subject  to  nuisance  and  is  appreciated 
by  the  public  for  its  high  frequency  and  punctuality. 

The  personnel  concerned  have  through  the  years  shown  willing 
co-operation  in  what  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  a difficult  and 
arduous  task  and  in  spite  of  labour  difficulties  in  such  an  area  as 
this  where  so  many  men  are  victims  of  pneumoconiosis,  the  service 
has  been  happily  free  of  trouble  throughout.  Refuse  collection 
is  a service  that  must  continue  through  all  weathers.  There 
can  be  no  sheltering  until  showers  have  passed  particularly  in  an 
area  such  as  this  were  rainfall  averages  70  or  more  inches  per 
annum.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  the  sickness  record  of  the 
service  in  general  is  not  a matter  for  complaint.  This  is  in  no 
small  measure  due  to  the  way  in  which  your  Council  has  provided 
protective  clothing  of  the  type  and  quality  adequate  for  inclement 
weather  and  from  time  to  time  given  reasonable  consideration 
to  representations  on  the  subject  made  by  the  men  concerned 
through  the  appropriate  channels. 

(ii)  Refuse  Disposal 

Land  reclamation  at  the  Rhyddwen,  Craigcefnparc,  proceeded 
a step  further  during  the  year  when  the  mechanical  levelling  of 
existing  tipped  material  was  effected.  This  step  became  necessary 
because  your  Council’s  building  operations  extended  to  the  only 
football  pitch  in  Craigcefnparc,  thereby  necessitating  the  provision 
of  an  alternative  field.  Following  this  project  tipping  has  there- 
after proceeded  parallel  to  the  road  in  order  to  achieve  the  greatest 
possible  levelled  area  in  the  minimum  of  time. 

The  hiring  of  a mechanical  leveller  with  its  attendant  cost 
both  of  transportation  and  operation  brings  to  the  fore  the  fact 
that  hiring  is  necessary.  It  is  considered  that  the  provision  of 
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mechanical  equipment  for  tip  purposes  would  be  more  effective 
than  the  present  method  of  levelling  by  hand  up  to  a certain  point 
and  thereafter  hiring  mechanical  equipment  from  private  sources 
for  levelling  and  grading. 

Tipping  still  proceeds  at  Carreg-yr-afon,  Godrergraig,  but  it 
is  anticipated  that  difficulty  will  be  experienced  when  this  work 
is  complete  as  there  is  a grave  shortage  of  suitable  sites  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley.  All  tips  in  use  by  your  Council  are 
fenced  in  order  to  prevent  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  from  gaining 
access  to  them.  The  recent  outbreaks  in  the  country  generally  of 
Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  with  the  attendant  loss  to  owner  and 
nation  make  it  imperative  that  the  fences  are  maintained  in  good 
order.  It  is  a matter  of  regret,  however,  that  frequent  maintenance 
is  necessary  due  to  the  inability  of  farmers  to  keep  their  animals 
within  control,  the  Department  having  constantly  to  effect  repair 
due  to  cattle  having  damaged  fences  to  gain  access  to  refuse.  It 
is  hoped  that  in  conjunction  with  the  Animal  Health  Division  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  pressure  may  be 
brought  upon  farmers  to  keep  their  animals  more  securely  within 
bounds. 

(iii)  Contracts 

Refuse  collection  by  contract  is  carried  on  at  Velindre, 
Garnswllt,  Cwmllynfell,  Rhiwfawr,  Cwmcerdinen  and  Tynyberllan. 
The  amount  of  pollution  involved  is  small  but  the  extension  of 
refuse  collection  services  to  these  areas  is  appreciated  by  the 
population  while  at  the  same  time  ensuring  that  the  rural  portions 
of  the  area  are  not  despoiled  by  litter. 

(b)  NIGHT  SOIL  REMOVAL. 

Contract  collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  the  two  areas 
below,  the  number  of  pails  collected  annually  being  also  indicated. 


Rhiwfawr 

Ynysymond 


Area 


No.  of  Pails  Removed 
during  the  year  1956 


2,748 

5,200 


Total  7,948 


At  Gellynudd,  Fforestgoch,  Craigcefnparc  and  Velindre 
:ction  is  weekly  and  disposal  is  effected  by  the  contractor  on 
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(c)  STREET  CLEANSING. 

It  is  desired  in  this  report  to  make  reference  to  the  problem 
of  street  cleansing  generally  and  litter  in  particular,  that  so 
concerned  your  Council  during  the  past  year,  and  briefly,  to  review 
the  circumstances  that  have  led  up  to  the  present  position. 

During  the  war  years  Glamorgan  County  Council  informed 
your  authority  that  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  they  were 
entitled  to  recover  from  this  and  other  similar  authorities  a sum 
that  reflected  that  part  of  material  necessarily  removed  in  street 
cleansing  which  in  other  circumstances  it  would  be  your  Council’s 
function  to  remove.  Such  matters  were  understood  to  mean 
orange  peel,  litter,  and  material  which  did  not  affect  the  safety  of 
highway  users  but  rather  their  health.  It  was  eventually  agreed 
that  the  County  Council  in  concert  with  other  affected  County 
districts  that  street  cleansing  would  be  carried  out  by  the  County 
authority  at  certain  times  and  the  proportionate  costs  be  recovered 
having  regard  to  the  mileage  of  certain  types  of  classified  roads 
within  the  area  of  each  authority.  Due  to  rising  costs  the  figure 
recoverable  has  been  revised  and  at  the  moment  of  writing  there 
would  still  appear  to  be  a dispute  on  the  method  of  cleansing  and 
the  frequency  of  operation,  district  councils  being  of  the  opinion 
that  street  orderly  removal  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  mechanical 
sweeping  system  at  present  operated. 

Whatever  the  views  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  condition  of 
the  main  centres  of  the  valley  townships  on  Sunday  leaves  much 
to  be  desired.  The  removal  of  this  litter  by  direct  labour  or 
contract  through  your  Council  is  the  only  possible  method  apart 
from  increasing  social  consciousness  in  the  littering  section  of  our 
population.  It  is  regrettable  that  the  public  does  not  realize  that 
the  removal  of  the  litter  so  carelessly  cast  must  be  met  from  the 
rates.  Your  Council  has  in  the  main  centres  provided  litter 
baskets  which  being  emptied  by  the  refuse  vehicles  afford  adequate 
capacity  but  these  are  not  being  sufficiently  used.  Some  steps, 
however,  will  have  to  be  taken  if  our  streets  are  to  compare  in 
cleanliness  with  the  homes  which  surround  them 


(d)  EMPTYING  OF  CESSPOOLS 

Such  a high  proportion  of  the  area  is  sewered  that  the  pro- 
vision of  a cesspool  emptier  is  not  warranted.  Difficulties  arise 
however,  in  such  areas  as  Glais  where  a few  cesspools  need 
emptying  on  infrequent  occasions.  This  work  has  been  undertaken 
privately  by  the  owners  but  the  whole  position  has  not  been 
satisfactory.  As  Glais  is  on  the  boundary  of  this  area  with 
Swansea  Corporation,  and  that  authority  operated  a cesspool 
emptier  for  those  houses  which  lay  within  the  County  BoroLh 

ST™1  -WaS  fmadeu  durin§  the  year  for  the  corporation  to 

thl  arS  of  ymg^f  SUCh  Cessp°°ls  that  needed  attention  within 
the  area  of  this  authority  your  Council  being  responsible  for  the 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

The  duties  falling  upon  your  Council  under  these  Acts  are  of 
two  kinds.  Where  a factory  is  powered  then  functions  are  re- 
stricted to  supervision  of  adequacy  of  sanitary  accommodation, 
certification  of  the  water  supply,  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire.  Where  the  factory  is  non-powered,  such  matters  as  clean- 
liness, overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation  and  poor  drainage 
became  our  responsibility  also.  Duties  in  respect  of  the  above 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  and  close  liason  maintained 
with  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  Swansea. 

Communal  feeding  which  is  so  much  a feature  of  post-war 
years  has  brought  new  and  important  duties  in  respect  of  food 
hygiene  at  factory  canteens,  and  reference  is  made  to  this  in  the 
food  hygiene  section  of  this  report.  It  would  be  appreciated  that 
an  outbreak  of  illness  from  food  at  a factory  or  works  canteen 
could  involve  certain  industrial  dislocation  as  well  as  widespread 
suffering. 

Rodent  Destruction 

The  organisation  for  rat  destruction  has  proceeded  on  the  lines 
similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  Complaints  are  brought  to  the 
Department  directly  by  occupiers  of  infested  premises  or  through 
Members  on  their  behalf  or  alternatively  infestations  are  noted 
by  officers  in  the  course  of  their  duties.  Complaints  are  dealt 
with  in  order  of  receipt  save  where  it  appears  that  urgency  is 
dictated  by  degree  of  infestation  or  the  type  of  premises  involved. 

Rats  require  for  multiplication  three  things,  namely,  food, 
shelter,  and  freedom  from  disturbance.  In  these  conditions  minor 
infestations  soon  increase  to  major  proportions  and  provide  forci 
from  which  new  minor  infestations  radiate.  Three  things  are  there- 
fore necessary  to  combat  infestations  of  this  nature.  They  are  : — 

(a)  an  efficient  local  authority  organization. 

(b)  a public  awaieness  of  the  organization’s  existence  so  that 
complaints  are  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

(c)  public  co-operation  in  denying  food  and  shelter  to  rodents 

The  first  matter  is  one  for  your  Council  and  in  this  respect 
it  is  thought  that  the  present  organization  functions  adequately. 
The  number  of  complaints  with  which  the  Department  has  to  deal 
annually  indicates  that  the  public  are  fully  aware  of  the  service 
and  are  prepared  to  use  it.  It  is  felt,  however,  that  more  public 
cooperation  is  needed  in  the  third  instance,  for  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  dumping  of  refuse  containing  food  scraps  is  in  no 
small  way  responsible  for  the  attraction  of  rats  to  certain  places. 
A number  of  infestations  have  been  treated  where  it  was  obvious 
that  the  infestation  arose  and  developed  through  food  scraps  and 
refuse  being  haphazardly  deposited  in  the  locality  by  occupants 
of  nearby  houses. 
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RODENT  DESTRUCTION,  1956 


As  indicated  on  the  accompanying  table  a 10%  sewer  baiting 
has  been  continued  during  1956.  The  results  did  not  warrant  full 
scale  treatment  of  the  sewers  being  undertaken.  Refuse  tips  in 
the  ownership  of  the  authority  have  been  regularly  treated  both 
for  test  baiting  and  for  infestations  when  they  have  occurred. 
When  one  considers  the  food  and  harbourage  that  a refuse  tip 
offers  to  rats  it  is  a matter  for  comment  that  our  refuse  tips  are 
so  lightly  infested.  This  is  thought  in  no  small  measure  to  be  due 
to  the  frequent  treatments  undertaken.  It  is  noticeable  that  where 
a refuse  tip  is  in  close  proximity  to  a colliery  then  re-infestation 
following  treatment  occurs  more  frequently  than  when  the  tip  is 
not  near  a colliery. 

Your  Council  provides  a free  service  to  all  private  occupiers 
and  that  a charge  be  made  to  business  premises  on  the  basis  of 
the  total  cost  involved.  With  the  exception  of  collieries  your 
Council’s  organization  is  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  all  the 
major  industries  in  the  area.  These  treatments  are  undertaken  as 
necessary  at  the  expense  of  the  industries  concerned. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  but  the  Department’s  activities 
have  been  successful  on  the  informal  level. 

Housing — Repair,  Overcrowding  and  Demolition. 

(a)  Repair 

Comments  made  under  this  heading  during  previous  years 
are  again  referred  to  as  the  position  remained  unchanged  during 
the  year.  The  situation  at  the  moment  of  writing  indicates  that 
the  existence  of  the  new  Rent  Act  may  call  for  some  amend- 
ment of  the  statements  during  1957.  It  is  not  here  proposed  to 
discuss  the  Rent  Act  as  such  save  to  say  that  your  Officers  have 
found  many  cases  where  people  without  means  and  in  the  own- 
ership of  low  rented  houses  have  been  placed  in  a very  difficult 
position  through  notice  to  effect  repairs.  These  notices  your 
Council’s  officers  have  had  no  option  but  to  serve  it  being  their 
statutory  duty  to  see  that  repairs  were  effected.  On  the  other 
hand  there  have  been  equally  numerous  instances  of  owners  well 
able  financially  to  undertake  repairs  who  have  allowed  houses 
occupied  by  ideal  tenants  to  drift  year  by  year  into  the  ultimate 
stages  of  dilapidation.  Time  alone  will  tell  whether  the  Rent  Act 
will  offer  the  solution  to  some  of  these  problems. 

RENT  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS,  1923—54 

Two  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  made  during 
the  year  and  two  were  granted.  This  confirms  the  comment 
made  in  the  previous  annual  report  that  there  has  been  no  great 
attempt  on  the  part  of  house  owners  to  raise  rents  through  the 
means  afforded  them  in  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  of 
1954. 


46 


(b)  Overcrowding 

During  the  year  92  families  were  rehoused  in  circumstances 
where  overcrowding  was  one  of  the  factors  involved  in  the 
application.  As  well  as  the  rehousing  of  applicants  from  private 
premises  a great  deal  of  work  is  done  to  transfer  Council  house 
tenants  to  larger  houses  where  the  need  arises. 

(c)  Demolition  and  Closure 


During  the  year  28  properties  were  the  subject  of  action 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1936.  The  ward  disribution 
of  the  properties  is  indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 


Ward 

Demolition 

Order 

Undertaking 

Accepted 

Undertakings 

Cancelled 

Cilybebyll  

— 





Alltygrug  

— 

1 

- 

Rhyndwyclydach 

4 

1 

1 

Gellionen  

1 

— 

— 

Caegurwen  

— 

4 

2 

Blaenegel  and  Mawr 

2 

3 

— 

Cwmllynfell  

2 

1 

— 

Ynysymond  

— 

3 

Godrergraig  

— 

6 



Mawr 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

9 

19 

3 

The  Report  last  year  indicated  your  Council’s  slum  clearance 
programme  and  the  above  table  shows  that  within  the  limits 
imposed  by  other  housing  needs  slum  clearance  is  being  given  its 
due  weight. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices : 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  ii 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Loca 
Authority  or  their  Officers 


881 

2,084 

35 

858 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-housees  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  Owners  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  93 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  7 

(a)  by  Owners  7 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  9 

(2)  Premises  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  to 

repair  were  accepted  19 

(3)  Undertakings  cancelled  3 

(d)  Proceeding  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  - Nil 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  95 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  160 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  848 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  32 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  92 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  347 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  Nil 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

One  Common  Lodging  House  only  remains  in  the  area  and 
this  was  registered  during  the  year  as  a satisfactory  premises.  The 
occupants  are  permanent  residents  and  there  is  little  if  any  casual 
use. 

Land  Charges. 

A total  of  554  land  charges  inquiries  were  dealt  with  depart- 
mentally  during  the  year.  These  were  distributed  on  Ward  basis 
as  follows  : — 


Ynisymond  6 Clydach  262 

Cilybebyll  41  Gellionen  28 

Blaenegel  & Mawr  66  Mawr  20 

Alltygrug  48  Godrergraig 1 9 

Caegurwen  54  Cwmllynfell 10 


The  value  of  the  land  charge  register  'n  respect  of  unfit 
properties  becomes  evident  as  slum  clearance  resumes. 

While  in  most  instances  such  registrable  charges  as  under- 
takings under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  have  been  made 
known  to  intending  purchasers  by  the  owner  prior  to  the  search 
being  made,  the  present  procedure  ensures  that  should  such 
matters  not  be  declared  by  the  owner  then  the  intending  purchaser 
will  be  in  possession  of  the  information  prior  to  completing  the 
purchase. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  importance  of  clean  air  cannot  be  too  greatly  emphasized 
and  because  pollutants  are  invisible  their  effect  upon  health  and 
property  is  both  insidious  and  extensive.  The  Beaver  Committee 
estimated  that  air  pollution  costs  in  the  black  areas  £10  per  head 
population  per  annum  ; that  would  be  a sum  of  over  £300,000  for 
this  area. 

The  problem  has  a two  fold  solution.  It  is  important  tha». 
the  latest  technical  advances  in  combustion  be  utilised  by  those 
concerned  both  at  works  and  in  domestic  premises.  This  is  the 
technical  aspect,  the  other  is  educational,  for  people  must  be  made 
aware  of  the  need  for  clean  air,  and  as  well,  those  who  are  in 
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charge  of  these  appliances  whether  stoker  or  houswife  must  use 
them  in  the  manner  intended. 

When  your  Council  became  members  of  the  National  Smoke 
Abatement  Society  some  years  ago,  you  requested  that  Society  by 
resolution  to  form  a South  Wales  Division.  This  has  now  come 
to  pass  and  during  the  year  the  Division  held  its  first  meeting  at 
Cardiff.  It  provides  a forum  where  problems  affecting  South 
Wales  can  be  discussed  and  benefit  obtained  from  interchange 
of  opinion. 

When  it  is  considered  that  this  area  is  highly  industrialised 
and  that  the  means  for  dispersion  of  pollutants  is  restricted  to 
surrounding  mountains,  the  degree  of  pollution  recorded  by  the 
instruments  is  far  from  being  excessive.  The  results  of  these 
readings  are  given  in  the  appended  table. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  of  1956  provides  further  powers  for  dealing 
with  air  pollution.  The  very  term  “ clean  air  ” as  opposed  to 
smoke  abatement  indicates  the  presence  of  other  pollutants  apart 
from  smoke  which  enter  the  atmosphere  to  the  detriment  of  man- 
kind. While  some  other  powers  of  this  Act  are  deferred  in 
operation  for  some  years  in  order  to  avoid  major  industrial 
upheavals,  the  Act  itself  was  welcomed  as  an  important  advance 
in  public  health  legislation. 


Month 

Deposited  Matter 
Tons  per  sq.  mile 

Mg.  of  SOt/day  collected  by  100  sq.cm, 
of  Batch  A PbO 2 ( louvered  cover ) 

Council  Offices 
Pontardawe 

County  Yard 
Clydach 

January 

— 

1.27 

1.20 

February 

8.97 

1.23 

1.09 

March 

14.07 

0.94 

1.22 

April 

13.73 

1.11 

0.91 

May 

16.23 

1.06 

1.11 

June 

19.51 

0.87 

0.83 

July 

17.04 

0.91 

0.78 

August 

16.20 

0.46 

0.66 

September  

19.77 

0.92 

1.03 

October 

13.67 

1.10 

1.03 

November  ..  . 

10.57 

0.97 

0.74 

December  

30.31 

1.84 

1.59 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(1)  Milk 

The  last  decade  has  seen  a great  number  of  changes  in 
regulations  affecting  the  supply  of  milk.  As  stated  in  the  report 
for  1955,  all  milk  now  retailed  within  the  area  of  this  Council  is 
designated  i.e.  it  must  either  be  tuberculin  tested,  tuberculin 
tested  pasteurised,  pasteurised,  or  sterilised.  The  change  has  been 
effected  quietly  and  without  difficulty,  retailers  have  been  able  to 
secure  adequate  supplies  of  the  type  of  milk  their  customers  need. 
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The  change  referred  to  above  has  had  a number  of  interesting 
developments  so  far  as  the  area  is  concerned.  Whereas  before  the 
war  there  were  numerous  small  retailers  vending  milk  produced 
at  their  own  farms  and  delivering  the  milk  by  means  of  horse  and 
cart,  recent  changes  have  seen  a diminution  in  the  number  of 
suppliers  and  an  increase  in  the  area  covered  by  each.  Deliveries 
are  made  much  earlier  in  the  day  from  motor  vehicles  and  in 
many  instances  the  retailers  have  their  dairies  outside  the  area 
or,  if  living  within  the  area  retail  to  districts  outside.  This  has 
required  the  issue  of  a number  of  supplementary  licences.  The 
inclusion  of  this  district  as  a specified  area  has  required  all  retailers 
to  obtain  licences  from  the  Department.  The  value  of  this  pro- 
vision is  that  all  milk  vendors  are  known  should  any  difficulty  arise 
through  the  consumption  of  milk. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  licences  issued  and  the 
registrations  made  by  the  Department  during  this  last  year  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949  : 


Total 

Sterilised  Milk  12 

Supplementary  Sterilised  4 

— 16 

Tuberculin  Tested  1 

Supplementary  Tuberculin  Tested  4 

— 5 

Pasteurised  24 

Supplementary  Pasteurised  5 

— 29 


Total 
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(b) 


(c) 

(d) 


22 


Nil 

Nil 


Milk  Supply 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Dairies  and  Milk- 
shops  during  the  year 

Number  of  Dairies  which  were  internally  recon- 
ditioned, new  floors  and  channels  in  cement  concrete, 
additional  windows  fixed  for  improving  the  lighting 
and  ventilation,  new  stalls  and  troughs,  etc.  erected 
New  Dairies  erected 

Number  of  Dairies  limewashed  on  internal  surfaces 
of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the  result 
of  informal  action  taken  3 

.Samples  of  ungraded  and  graded  milks  have  been  taken  and 
details  of  these  are  given  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report. 

Meat  Inspection 

of  v??JWO  slayghterhouses  under  the  control  of  your  Council 
at  Ystalyfera  and  Cwmgors  as  well  as  the  two  private  sWhter 
houses  at  Trebanos  and  Clydach  have  opera^  ati  factorilv 
during  the  course  of  the  year.  Again,  it  his  been  I 

achieve  a 100%  inspection  of  all  meat  slaughtered.  It  E°consider- 
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ed  of  great  importance  that  this  full  inspection  is  maintained,  it 
being  the  public’s  guarantee  of  safe  meat.  The  government’s 
policy  in  relation  to  the  large  slaughterhouse  has  still  not  been 
fully  defined.  Whatever  the  future  may  hold  in  respect  of  abattoir 
organization  this  district  is  an  indication  that  meat  supplies  more 
than  adequate  for  the  area’s  needs  can  be  slaughtered  and  fully 
inspected  within  the  area. 

The  trend  of  diseases  and  their  incidence  among  food  animals 
slaughtered  is  of  statistical  importance  and  for  that  reason  the  fullest 
detail  has  been  kept  of  meat  condemned  and  the  reasons  for 
such  condemnation.  The  maintenance  of  these  records  over  the 
years  will  prove  valuable.  Details  are  given  in  the  appended 
table. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1956 

The  first  day  of  the  year  saw  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
come  into  operation.  These  regulations  form  the  greatest  single 
step  forward  in  clean  food  for  many  years  in  that  they  impose 
upon  all  persons  handling  food  the  responsibility  of  avoiding 
contamination. 

Food  hygiene  is  really  something  very  simple,  it  merely 
consists  of  keeping  from  food  that  has  been  produced  in  a clean 
condition  all  forms  of  contamination  that  might  render  its 
consumption  dangerous  to  the  consumer.  In  order  to  achieve  this 
of  course,  many  things  are  required  and  it  is  with  this  latter  fact 
that  the  regulations  are  concerned. 

Although  coming  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  the  year 
there  were  some  requirements  which  affecting  as  they  did  the 
structural  condition  of  food  premises  were  deferred  in  operation 
for  six  months  in  order  to  give  food  traders  time  to  comply.  The 
administration  of  the  regulations  has  gone  smoothly  within  this 
area  and  this  has  in  no  small  way  been  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
food  trader  has  been  made  aware  not  only  of  the  requirement  of 
the  regulation  but  also  of  the  reason  that  brought  such  a regulation 
into  being.  Education  and  understanding  are  two  essential 
requirements  without  which  regulations  become  purposeless. 

Numerous  difficulties  have  been  experienced  connected  with 
leasehold  questions,  disagreement  as  to  responsibilities  for  works 
structural  defects  and  financial  difficulties.  In  every  case,  however 
where  the  regulations  have  required  works  to  be  undertaken  an 
endeavour  has  been  made  to  ensure  that  compliance  while  being 
efficient  was  also  economical  from  the  traders  point  of  view. 
Where  necessary  other  interested  parties  have  been  met  on  site 
in  order  that  the  allocation  of  responsibility  could  be  determined. 
In  some  instances  firms’  representatives  and  directors  have  come 
from  England  to  discuss  problems  on  site  and  such  cooperation  is 
appreciated.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  in  no  instance  did  the 
Officers  of  the  Department  meet  with  a blank  refusal  to  do  what 
was  considered  necessary  and  to  date  there  is  no  recorded  instance 
of  a food  handler  having  committed  an  offence  under  the 
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regulations  while  knowing  an  action  to  constitute  an  offence. 
Whereas  in  large  cities  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  in  many 
instances  not  known  by  food  handlers,  in  this  area  your  officers 
are  familiar  figures  to  the  people  of  the  area.  While  it  might 
be  argued  that  they  are  known  persons  in  so  far  as  that  no  offence 
is  committed  while  they  are  there,  it  is  more  true  to  say  that  the 
degree  of  personal  contact  which  can  be  achieved  in  an  area  such 
as  this  is  effective  in  ensuring  that  no  offences  are  committed  at 
any  time. 

Action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  to  inspect  all  food 
premises  and  to  require  the  provision  of  those  matters  required 
by  the  regulation  and  in  which  the  premises  were  deficient.  The 
transport  of  foods  is  a matter  of  great  importance  in  that 
contamination  is  likely  to  occur  during  transit.  This  has  been 
amply  illustrated  during  the  year  in  the  case  of  poisoned  bread 
fully  reported  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  incident 
indicates  that  a great  deal  of  suffering  can  occur  some  hundreds 
of  miles  away  from  the  orginal  act  which  gave  rise  to  the 
contamination.  Reference  has  been  made  in  the  section  on  milk  to 
the  manner  in  which  a number  of  individuals  involved  in  retailing 
has  decreased  and  the  areas  of  those  remaining  widened.  The  same  is 
true  in  relation  to  food  generally  and  to  food  manufactured  in 
particular.  Such  a situation  requires  effective  precautions  against 
contamination  during  transit  as  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
arising  from  such  sources  are  difficult  to  trace  and  what  is  perhaps 
more  important  are  likely  to  be  very  widespread  and  involve  great 
numbers  of  people. 

Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area  by  Type  of  Business 

The  registration  of  these  premises  is  proceeding  but  the 
Department  has  not  been  in  haste  to  register  believing  it  to  be  a 
sounder  policy  to  withhold  registration  until  all  the  required  work 
is  complete,  rather  than  to  effect  registration  precipitately. 

No.  of  Shops 


Bakers  and  Pastrycooks  (Including  all  bread 

and  flour  confectioners  13 

Butchersi  (Including  Pork  Butchers)  51 

Coffee,  Milk  and  Snack  Bars  16 

Confectioners  (Sweets  and  Chocolates)  136 

(Including  Theatres,  Cinemas, 

Departmental  Stores,  Newsagents,  etc.) 

Fishmongers : Wet  22 

Fried  31 

Fruiterers  & Green  grocers  (Excluding  Stall 

Holders  & Hawkers)  90 

Grocers,  Tea  and  Provision  Dealers 201 

Restaurants  & Cafes  (Unlicensed)  18 
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Icecream 


Most  of  the  icecream  retailed  within  the  area  is  now  prepacked 
and  manufactured  by  one  of  the  four  main  national  firms.  Samples 
taken  during  the  year  indicated  the  bacteriological  nature  of  the 
icecream  generally  retailed  to  be  satisfactory  and  inspection  of 
premises  showed  an  equally  satisfactory  handling  of  the  product 
at  retail  level. 


Unfit  Foods 

(a)  General 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : 


Barley  Crystals 76  Cartons 

Rice 

13  lbs. 

Bacon  and  Ham 

23  lbs. 

Semolina  

81bs. 

Baking  Powder  

84  tins 

Meat  (tins) 

29 

Blancmange  Powder 

4 pkts. 

Fruit  (tins)  

57 

Cheese  

...  55i  lbs. 

Assorted  Tins  

91 

Chocolate  Rolls  

168 

Trifle  Packs 

21  pkts. 

Cocoa  

18  tins 

Crunchettes  

3 tins 

Frutella 

...  18  tins 

Gelatine 

19  pkts. 

Flour  & Cake  Mixture  108  pkts 

Gravy  Browning 

2 bottles 

Herbs  (Dried) 

7 pkts. 

Junket  Powders  

30  tubes 

Milk  Foods  _ 

.....37  tins 

Mincemeat  (Fruit)  ... 

61  tins 

Meat  (Fresh) 

1,488  lbs. 

Meat  Tinned 

260  lbs. 

Onions  

...351  lbs. 

Pearl  Barley 

3 lbs. 

Potatoes 

56  lbs. 

Pastry  Mix 

.... 7 pkts. 

(b)  Meat 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  inspected,  the  number  affected  with  disease  and 
the  weight  of  meat  condemned  for  various  causes  at  the  four 
slaughterhouses  within  the  area  during  the  year  1956. 
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Animals 

No.  of  Animals 
Slaughtered  & 
Inspected 

Animals  affected  with 

disease 

Organ 

Involved 

Disease 

No.  of 
Animals 
Affected 

Weight  of 
Meat  Con 
demned 
lbs. 

Bovines 

1,672 

1.  Liver 

(a)  Angioma 

39 

497 

(b)  Abscess 

82 

526 

(c)  Anascara 

1 

14 

(d)  Cysticercus  Bovis 

1 

14 

(e)  Cirrhosis/ 

243 

1,828 

Necrosis 

(f)  Distomatosis 

463 

2,267 

(g)  Hydatid  Cysts 

39 

450 

(h)  Pathological 

1 

12 

Fatty  Change 

(i)  Tuberculosis 

9 

116 

0)  Bacterial  Necrosis 

1 

14 

2.  Lungs 

(a)  Abscess 

101 

658 

(b)  Anascara 

1 

14 

(c)  Congestion 

1 

14 

(d)  C.  Bovis 

1 

14 

(e)  Emphysema 

1 

9 

(f)  Hydatid  Cysts 

78 

855 

(g)  Pleurisy 

20 

116 

(h)  Pneumonia 

14 

142 

(i)  Tuberculosis 

25 

340 

3.  Heart 

(a)  Hydatid  Cysts 

2 

9 

(b)  Cysticercus  Bovis 

1 

5 

(c)  Tuberculosis 

I 

3 

(d)  Anascara 

1 

6 

4.  Tongue 

(a)  Actinobacillosis 

2 

18 

(b)  Anascara 

1 

6 

(c)  Tuberculosis 

17 

99 

5.  Head 

(a)  Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

48 

(b)  Anascara 

1 

24 

(c)  Actinomycosis 

3 

64 

(d)  Tuberculosis 

17 

429 

6.  Perit 

(a)  Abscess 

1 

4 

oneum 

(b)  Peritonitis 

7 

27 

7.  Spleen 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

1 

6 

(b)  Anascara 

1 

3 

8.  Scrotal 

Tuberculosis 

1 

6 

Fat 

9.  Mesen- 

Tuberculosis 

1 

16 

teric  Fat 

10.  Carcase 

fa)  Tuberculosis 

7 

1,788 

fb)  Bruising 

2 

32 

(c)  Anascara 

1 

500 

11.  Kidney 

(a)  Abscess 

3 

10 

(b)  Bruising 

1 

4 

Calves 

999 

1.  Liver 

(a)  Bacterial  Necrosis 

1 

3 

(b)  Abscesses 

2 

3 

2.  Lungs 

(a)  Pneumonia 

23 

41 

3.  Kidney 

(a)  Bruising 

1 

1 

Sheep 

23,749 

1.  Liver 

(a)  Parasitic 

4,587 

3 056 

(b)  Hydatid  Cysts 

276 

865 

(c)  Abscesses 

1,268 

634 

(d)  Cirrhosis/ 

212 

414 

Necrosis 

(e)  Neoplasm 

1 

4 

2.  Lungs 

(a)  Parasitic 

4,234 

2,492 

(b)  Pneumonia 

2,669 

1,511 

(c)  Hydatid  Cysts 

377 

631 

(d)  Abscesses 

28 

31 

(e)  Congestion 

46 

174 
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Animals 

No.  of  Animals 
Slaughtered  & 
Inspected 

Animals  affected  with  disease 

Organ 

Involved 

Disease 

No.  of 
Animals 
Affected 

Weight  of 
Meat  Con 
demned 
lbs. 

Sheep 

23,749 

3.  Heart 

(a)  Hydatid  Cysts 

2 

li 

(c)  Pericarditis 

3 

2 

4.  Kidneys 

Abscesses 

1 

2 

5.  Carcase 

Anascara 

2 

44 

Arthritis 

2 

7 

Bruising 

2 

48 

Emaciation 

1 

12 

Pigs 

2,872 

1.  Liver 

(a)  Parasites 

641 

450 

(b)  Abscesses 

2 

5 

(c)  Hepatitis 

3 

8 

(d)  Hydatid  Cysts 

1 

3 

2.  Lungs 

(a)  Abscesses 

2 

5 

(b)  Congestion 

169 

308 

(c)  Parasites 

28 

23 

(d)  Pleurisy 

32 

67 

(e)  Pneumonia 

405 

519 

(f)  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

3.  Head 

Tuberculosis 

47 

410 

4.  Heart 

Pericarditis 

16 

14 

5.  Pleura 

Pleurisy 

8 

5 

6.  Carcase 

(a)  Abscesses 

6 

38 

(b)  Erysipelas 

2 

80 

(c)  Peritonitis 

1 

2 

03)  Emaciation 

1 

35 

(e)  Bruising 

1 

25 

Total  Number  Slaughtered  and  Inspected  : 29,292 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  : 24,124  lbs.  (10|  tons  approx.) 


(c)  Salvaged  Food. 

During  the  year  a general  dealer  purchased  a large  stock  of 
salvaged  foods  of  mixed  nature  and  brought  them  to  a premises 
within  the  area  for  sorting.  The  total  consignment  amounting  to 
some  30  tons  of  tinned  and  packaged  foods  was  thoroughly  exam- 
ined and  16  tons  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
The  unfit  food  was  disposed  of  under  the  Department’s  supervision 
by  burial  at  the  refuse  disposal  pit. 

Meat  condemned  in  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  is  first 
coloured  before  being  disposed  of  through  trade  channels  by  the 
owner. 

Disinfection 

The  disinfection  plant  was  operating  efficiently  during  the 
year  and  clothing  and  bedding  was  returned  to  householders  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible. 
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Particular  attention  is  paid  to  disinfection  of  premises  follow- 
ing removal  to  hospital,  or  death.  Bed  and  immediate  personal 
clothing  is  removed  for  disinfection  while  the  room  or  rooms 
considered  infective  are  treated  with  a suitable  disinfectant  in 
atomised  form. 

1.  Number  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  Infectious 

Disease  cases  166 

2.  Number  of  premises  fumigated  or  otherwise 

disinfected  21 

3.  Number  of  cases  where  clothes  were  steam  disinfected  9 

4.  Number  of  cases  where  bedding  was  destroyed  after 

Tuberculosis  Nil 

Householders  were  provided  with  disinfectant  and  disinfecting 
soap,  precautionary  measures  for  preventing  spread  of  infection 
being  fully  explained.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  those  cases 
nursed  at  home.  Children  of  school  age  were  excluded  for  the 
appropriate  time,  where  necessary. 

Disinfestation. 

The  infestations  which  some  years  ago  principally  concerned 
the  Department  were  those  of  bed  bugs  and  beetles.  Of  recent 
years  as  pest  reports  indicated,  however,  our  services  have  been 
increasingly  sought  in  a wider  field  of  infestation  and  as  our 
facilities  are  better  equipped  and  our  personnel  better  trained  to 
deal  with  these  problems  than  is  the  average  householder,  our 
willing  assistance  has  been  readily  accorded.  A number  of  cases 
has  been  brought  to  the  Department  of  infestations  by  unknown 
insects  ; whereas  it  has  been  possible  to  identify  most  of  them 
locally,  some  of  a more  unusual  nature  have  been  identified  with 
the  assistance  of  national  laboratories.  Advice  and  assistance  has 
during  the  year  been  given  on  this  matter  to  shop  owners,  private 
householders,  and  in  one  instance  to  a school  infested  by  a small 
insect  breeding  in  clover  in  an  adjacent  field. 

Departmental  Distribution  of  Disinfectants  and  Insecticides. 


Disinfectant  (Liquid)  44  tins 

Disinfectant  Soap  49  lbs. 


PART  D.— ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

In  accordance  with  the  Agreement  between  this  Authority  and 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  the  Report  annually  required  is 
herewith  submitted  on  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

1* — Early  Closing 

The  early  closing  day  varies  in  the  district  by  reason  of  traders 
having  exercised  their  legal  right  of  opting  for  the  alternative  day. 
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The  exercise  of  the  above  right  has  resulted  in  a variation  of 
day  within  the  same  township.  The  community,  however,  appears 
to  be  well  served.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  ensure 
that  premises  open  for  the  sale  of  exempted  goods  do  not  sell 
articles  not  included  in  the  Schedule. 

2.  — Closing  Hours. 

Shops  within  the  area  close  according  to  the  times  set  out  in 
the  Act. 

The  hours  of  closing  permitted  by  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
operate  within  the  area,  the  local  Closing  Order  of  1915  being 
invalid,  due  to  incompatibility  with  the  above  Act. 

3.  — Sunday  Trading. 

It  has  been  noted  that  small  shops,  particularly  those  where 
mixed  sale  exists  and  where  there  are  housing  estates  near  are 
sometimes  tempted  to  infringe  the  Sunday  Trading  Provisions  of 
the  Act.  Visits  are  now  being  made  on  Sunday  to  various  parts 
of  the  area  in  order  to  ensure  that  statutory  provisions  are  complied 
with.  The  Sunday  Trading  Schedule  of  the  Act  is  not  a matter 
of  general  knowledge  and  consideration  is  being  given  to  supplying 
traders  and  chambers  of  trade  with  copies  so  that  the  elements  of 
Sunday  trading  are  clearly  understood. 

4.  — Employment  of  Young  Persons. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  Young  Persons 
(Employment)  Act,  1938,  are  generally  observed  within  the  area. 
The  hours  of  work  of  these  young  persons  and  the  conditions  of 
their  employment  are  duly  investigated  during  routine  inspections. 

No  matters  affecting  young  persons  and  requiring  action  under 
the  above  Act  arose  during  the  year.  Liaison  with  the  Youth 
Employment  Bureau  has  proved  of  much  assistance  in  the  admin- 
istration of  these  provisions. 

5.  — Authorised  Officers. 

Your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  first  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  are  Authorised  Officers  under  the  above 
Act. 

6.  — General  Observations  on  the  Year’s  Work. 

During  1955,  174  inspections  were  made  for  matters  falling 
within  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  the  hours  of  closing  and  the  provisions 
of  Sunday  trading  are  being  adhered  to,  visits  necessarily  have  to 
be  made  during  the  evenings  and  numerous  such  surveys  have  been 
made  during  the  course  of  the  year  and  in  general  it  is  felt  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  being  respected. 

IEUAN  LEWIS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

and  Shops  Inspector. 
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